M.A. Thesis — Guidelines for Topic Selection

Mezinarodni vztahy (MV)/Master in International Relations (MAIN)
Department of International Relations, Institute of Political Studies, Charles University
Basic rules

When choosing a topic for an M.A. thesis, each student has to cooperate with a thesis
supervisor. Essentially, the following categories of supervisors can be considered:

a) The default option — members of the Department of International Relations, whose areas
of supervision are attached below in this document

b) other teachers - members of the Department of Security Studies, ‘external’ teachers of
the MV/MAIN programme (teachers not having a full-time position at the Faculty of Social
Sciences and teaching only one or two courses)

The option b) is reasonable if a student attended a course that is taught by a teacher who is
not member of the IR Department and if a student has a strong interest in writing an M.A.
thesis on a topic that is closely related to this course. However, for getting a supervisor from
the b) category, students need to get an approval by Academic Supervisor of MV/MAIN J.
Karlas.

When cooperating with a supervisor from the a) category, a student should always seek to
identify a concrete topic for his/her thesis within the below suggested areas. In case a
student has a strong and justified reason, s/he may — after getting an approval of the
respective supervisor — select a topic within an area that is not included in the attached list.

When developing their thesis proposals, students must stick to the Guidelines for the
Diploma Thesis Project of the Department of International Relations. The Guidelines are
available in a separate file.

Deadlines

During the Summer Semester — students start thinking about the topic of their MA thesis
and consult with a potential supervisor

June 30 — the supervisor has to register the student’s MA thesis’ topic in the SIS

September 30 — the supervisor has to upload the finalised MA thesis proposal to the SIS



Areas for MA thesis’ topics
The themes listed below are not M.A. thesis topics; they refer to broader areas in which a
student needs to identify a concrete topic.

Ondrej Ditrych

1) Terorismus a revoluéni nasili v globalni politice/Terrorism and revolutionary violence in
global politics

2) NATO a evropska bezpecnost/NATO and European security

3) Etnopolitické konflikty v postsovétském prostoru/Ethnopolitical conflicts in the post-
Soviet space

4) Kontinentalni teorie v IR/Mezinarodni politicka sociologie (governmentalita, assemblage
theory apod.)/Continental theory in IR/ International political sociology (governmentality,
assemblage theory, etc.)

5) Historické mysleni v IR/Historical thinking in IR

Martin Jefabek

Obor Mezinarodni vztahy:

1) Déjiny mezinarodnich vztah( v 19. a 20. stoleti s presahem/aplikaci do teorie
mezinarodnich vztahl (konkrétni ohrani¢ené téma bude stanoveno dle dohody s vyucujicim)
2) Srovnani némeckého a portugalského predsednictvi v Radé EU v letech 2007 a 2020/2021
3) Rakouska neutralita 1955-2020 s ohledem na budouci postaveni Rakouska v Evropé a ve
svété

4) Adenauerova a Kohlova “Rhein-Vision” a jeji vliv na evropskou integraci od 50. do 90. let
20. stoleti

5) ,Volné téma“ dle domluvy z oblasti evropské politiky (Europapolitik) SRN

6) “Velké” vychodni rozsiteni EU 2004/2007 z pohledu ¢esko-némeckého sousedstvi a
bilance projektu po 15 letech

(Kvalitni prace na vybrané téma €. 3-6 zpravidla vyZaduje znalost némeckého jazyka)

MAIN programme:

1) Czech-German Relations since the German unification in 1990

2) Czech-Austrian relations in the 20th and 21st century

3) The Role of the German Political Foundations (parteinahe politische Stiftungen) in the
German Public Diplomacy

4) The Europeanisation of the member states of the European Union (especially Central and
Eastern Europe)

5) The Eastern enlargement of the European Union (2004 and after)

Jan Karlas

1) Mezinarodni instituce a organizace/International institutions and organizations
2) OSN a mezinarodni bezpecnost/UN and international security

3) Mezinarodni rezimy pro kontrolu zbrojeni/Arms control regimes

4) Svétova obchodni organizace/World Trade Organization
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5) Mezinarodni vztahy a klimaticka zména, globalni reZzim klimatické zmény/International
relations and climate change, global climate change regime

6) Staré a nové velmoci a globalni viddnuti/Old and new major powers and global
governance

7) EU a globalni vladnuti/EU and global governance

8) Vyjednavani a tvorba politiky v EU/Negotiations and policy-making in the EU

Viera Martinkova

1) European public sphere (media, identities, language, solidarity)

2) Democratic legitimacy / accountability in the EU’s political system

3) Politicization of the EU

4) Interest representation in the EU (process, institutional conditions, actors) (possible
supervision with the Office of the government, Department for Communication on European
Affairs, see below).

5) Crisis as an impetus for change in the European integration (possible supervision with the
Office of the government, Department for Communication on European Affairs, see below).
6) Member states’ European policies

7) NGOs as actors in global governance

8) Democratic legitimacy in global governance

9) Interest representation in global governance

Irah Kucerova

1) Brexit a mezinarodni politicka ekonomie: dopady referenda na vyvoj mezinarodni
spoluprace/ Brexit and international political economy: the effects of the referendum on the
development of international cooperation

2) Analyza vyvoje Baltskych ekonomik, jejich specifika/ Analysis of the development of the
Baltic economies, their specifics

3) Ekonomicka diferenciace EU na urovni ¢lenskych statd/ EU economic differentiation at
Member State level

4) Migrace jako fenomén mezindrodnich vztah(: analyza vybranych migracnich
teorii/Migration as a phenomenon of international relations: Analyses of selected
migration’s theories

5) Pandemie COVID-19 a jeji makroekonomické dopady na staty EU/ The COVID-19 pandemic
and its macroeconomic impact on EU countries

6) Zemé PIGS a jejich vyvoj po globalni finanéni krizi 2008-2010/ PIGS countries and their
development after the global financial crisis 2008-2010

7) Vzestup ekonomiky Jihoafrické republiky, jeji vyznam v Africe/ The rise of South Africa's
economy, its importance in Africa

8) Vzestup ekonomiky Nigérie, jeji rostouci vliv/ The rise of Nigeria's economy, its growing
influence



Milan Lipovsky

1) Climate “Refugees” in International Law

2) The Crime of Aggression in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

3) Protection against Discrimination under the European Convention on Human Rights

Michal Parizek

1) Communication and information in international politics

2) Globalization and globalization backlash

3) Legitimacy and/or performance of international organizations
4) Media and world politics

5) International trade and international political economy

6) Rising powers and global governance

7) Secretariats of international organizations

8) Empirical applications of quantitative research methods

Béla Plechanovova

1) Politicky proces v Evropské unii, instituce EU/Institutions and political process in the EU

2) Evropsky integracni proces - historické aspekty/European integration — historical aspects
3) Konflikty v mezinarodnich vztazich - kvantitativni analyza/Conflict in international
relations — quantitative approaches to the analysis

4) Feministické pristupy k analyze mezinarodnich vztahl/Feminist approaches to the analysis
of international relations

5) Feministicka témata v mezinarodni politice/Feminist issues in international politics

6) Enviromentalni témata v mezinarodni politice, enviromentalni aspekty mezinarodnich
vztahl/Environmental issues in international politics

Jaromir Soukup

1) Mezinarodni vztahy mezi dvéma svétovymi valkami se zamérenim na Velkou
Britanii/International Relations in the Interwar period (1918-1939) with the focus on Great
Britain

2) Britska zahranicni politika ve 20. stoleti/British Foreign Policy in the 20th Century

3) Meziamerické vztahy ve 20. stoleti/Interamerican Relations in the 20th Century

4) Latinska Amerika ve 20. stoleti/Latin America in the 20th Century

5) Euroatlantické vztahy ve 20. stoleti/Euroatlantic Relations in the 20th Century

Jakub Tesar

1) Formalni modely rozhodovani a teorie her — aplikace na vybrany pfipad / Formal models
of decision making and game theory — application to selected case

2) Rozvojova studia, bottom-up a postmoderni pfistupy / Development studies, bottom-up
and postmodern approaches

3) Globalni environmentalni reZimy zamérené na prirodni zdroje, biodiversitu a habitaty /
Global environmental regimes focusing on natural resources, biodiversity and habitats
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4) Konstruktivistické pristupy k analyze mezinarodnich vztaht, dynamika socialnich norem /
Constructivist approaches to IR analysis, dynamics of social norms

Irena Kalhousova

1) Israel

2) Central Europe/EU/USA and Relations with Israel
3) Contemporary Conflicts in the Middle East

In addition, it is possible to consider writing an M.A. thesis as part of the project of Institute
of Political Studies, in which a student writes a thesis under a common supervision of a
member of the IPS and a representative of an external partner institution. Currently, the
following institutions participate in this project:

Ufad vlady, Odbor komunikace o evropskych zaleZitostech/ Office of the Government,
Department for Communication about European Affairs

1. Komunikace o EU smérem k ob¢anlim (komparace zemi)

2. Dezinformace o NATO, o EU (komparace zemi)

3. Pfedsednictvo v Radé EU (komparace zemi nebo jen CR (minulé a budouci))

4. Efektivnost Vychodniho partnerstvi EU (toto téma bude zpracovavano ve spolupraci
s Odborem koordinace evropskych politik)

5. Interest representation in the EU (process, institutional conditions, actors) (this topic
would be supervised by Dr. Martinkova).

6. Crisis as an impetus for change in the European integration (this topic would be
supervised by Dr. Martinkova).

7. Member states’ European policies (this topic would be supervised by Dr. Martinkova).



