M.A. Thesis — Guidelines for Topic Selection

Mezinarodni vztahy (MV)/Master in International Relations (MAIN)
Department of International Relations, Institute of Political Studies, Charles University
Basic rules

When choosing a topic for an M.A. thesis, each student has to cooperate with a thesis
supervisor. Essentially, the following categories of supervisors can be considered:

a) The default option — members of the Department of International Relations, whose areas
of supervision are attached below in this document

b) other teachers — external lecturers of the MV/MAIN programme (lecturers not having a
full-time position at the Faculty of Social Sciences and teaching only one or two courses),
lecturers from other Departments

The option b) is reasonable if a student attended a course that is taught by a lecturer who is
not a member of the IR Department and if a student has a strong interest in writing an M.A.
thesis on a topic that is closely related to this course. However, to get a supervisor from the
b) category, students need to get approval by the Academic Supervisor of MV/MAIN J.
Karlas.

When cooperating with a supervisor from the a) category, a student should always seek to
identify a concrete topic for his/her thesis within the below suggested areas. In case a
student has a justified reason, s/he may — after getting an approval of the respective
supervisor — select a topic within an area that is not included in the attached list.

When developing their thesis proposals, students must stick to the Guidelines for the
Diploma Thesis Project of the Department of International Relations. The Guidelines are
available in a separate file on the same website as this file.

Deadlines

See the syllabus of the course JPM958 Diplomovy seminaf I/JPM953 MA Thesis Seminar | in
the SIS.



Areas for MA thesis’ topics

The themes listed below are not M.A. thesis topics; they refer to broader areas in which a
student needs to identify a concrete topic.

The list of themes is only indicative — a student can agree with a supervisor on a topic that
belongs to a theme that is not on this list.

Kristian Foldes

1) Dezinformace a jejich vliv/Disinformation and Its Impact

2) Propaganda: Metody a dUsledky/Propaganda: Methods and Consequences

3) Socialni média a jejich role: Telegram, Facebook, Instagram/The Role of Social Media:
Telegram, Facebook, Instagram

4) Mezinarodni migrace: Trendy a vyzvy/International Migration: Trends and Challenges
5) Konstrukce narodni identity: Procesy a perspektivy/Constructing National Identity:
Processes and Perspectives

6) Diferenciace identit: Analyza Self vs. Other/Differentiating Identities: Analyzing Self vs.
Other

Martin Jerabek

Obor Mezinarodni vztahy:

1) Déjiny mezinarodnich vztahl v 19. a 20. stoleti s presahem/aplikaci do teorie
mezinarodnich vztahl (konkrétni ohrani¢ené téma bude stanoveno dle dohody s vyucujicim)
2) Srovnani némeckého a portugalského predsednictvi v Radé EU v letech 2007 a 2020/2021
3) Rakouska neutralita 1955-2020 s ohledem na budouci postaveni Rakouska v Evropé a ve
svété

4) Adenauerova a Kohlova “Rhein-Vision” a jeji vliv na evropskou integraci od 50. do 90. let
20. stoleti

5) ,Volné téma“ dle domluvy z oblasti evropské politiky (Europapolitik) SRN

6) “Velké” vychodni rozsiteni EU 2004/2007 z pohledu ¢esko-némeckého sousedstvi a
bilance projektu po 15 letech

(Kvalitni prace na vybrané téma €. 3-6 zpravidla vyzaduje znalost némeckého jazyka)

MAIN programme:

1) Czech-German Relations since the German unification in 1990

2) Czech-Austrian relations in the 20th and 21st century

3) The Role of the German Political Foundations (parteinahe politische Stiftungen) in the
German Public Diplomacy

4) The Europeanisation of the member states of the European Union (especially Central and
Eastern Europe)

5) The Eastern enlargement of the European Union (2004 and after)



Jan Karlas

1) Mezinarodni instituce a organizace/International institutions and organizations

2) EU jako globdlni aktér/The EU as a global actor

3) Globalni environmentalni instituce, globalni rezim klimatické zmény/Global environmental
institutions, global climate change regime

4) OSN a mezinarodni bezpecnost, mezinarodni rezimy pro kontrolu zbrojeni/The UN and
international security, arms control regimes

5) Globalni ekonomické instituce/Global economic institutions

6) USA a multilateralni instituce, velmoci Globalniho Jihu a multilateralni instituce/The USA
and multilateral institutions, Global South powers and multilateral institutions

7) Vyjednavani a tvorba politiky v EU/Negotiations and policy-making in the EU

Aliaksei Kazharski

1) Identity in international relations: social constructivist approaches

2) Regions, regionalism(s), and regional organizations

3) International politics and identities in Central Europe: the Visegrad Four and beyond
4) Russian influences in Central and Eastern Europe

5) Gender and hegemonic masculinities in IR and comparative politics

6) The visual turn in IR: images, symbols, representations

7) Critical geopolitics and the social construction of space

8) Belarus and regional international politics

Irah Kucerova

1) Brexit optikou mezinarodni politické ekonomie

2) Ekonomicka diferenciace EU na urovni ¢lenskych statu

3) Migrace jako fenomén mezinarodnich vztah: analyza vybranych migracnich
teorii

Milan Lipovsky

1) Climate “Refugees” in International Law
2) The Crime of Aggression in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
3) Protection against Discrimination under the European Convention on Human Rights

Radana Makariusova

1) PUsobnost radikalnich nestatnich aktér v sou¢asném globalnim systému/ The
activity of radical non-state actors in the current global system

2) Korporatni filantropie nadndrodnich korporaci jako ndstroj pro feseni globalnich
problém/ Corporate philantrophy of multinational corporations as a tool for solving
global problems

3) Globalni vladnuti a mezinarodni spoluprace/ Global Governance and international
cooperation



4) Globalni terorismus a souvisejici témata/ Global terrorism and related topics
Viera Martinkova

1) European public sphere (media, identities, language, solidarity)

2) Democratic legitimacy/accountability in the EU’s political system

3) Politicisation of the EU

4) Interest representation in the EU (process, institutional conditions, actors)
5) EU Enlargement

6) Member states’ European policies

7) NGOs as actors in global governance

Michal Parizek

1) International communication, global flows of information

2) International organizations and international cooperation

3) International trade and international political economy

4) Globalization and globalization backlash

5) Emerging powers and the global order

6) Politics meet bureaucracy: international administrations

7) Global conflicts and their narratives

8) Text-as-data/Large Language Models/Al methods in political research

Béla Plechanovova

1) Politicky proces v Evropské unii, instituce EU/Institutions and political process in the EU

2) Evropsky integracni proces — historické aspekty/European integration — historical aspects
3) Konflikty v mezinarodnich vztazich — kvantitativni analyza/Conflict in international
relations — quantitative approaches to the analysis

4) Feministické pristupy k analyze mezinarodnich vztahl/Feminist approaches to the analysis
of international relations

5) Feministickd témata v mezinarodni politice/Feminist issues in international politics

6) Environmentdlni témata v mezindrodni politice, environmentalni aspekty mezinarodnich
vztahl/Environmental issues in international politics

Jaromir Soukup

1) Mezinarodni vztahy mezi dvéma svétovymi valkami se zamérenim na Velkou
Britanii/International Relations in the Interwar period (1918-1939) with the focus on Great
Britain

2) Britska zahranicni politika ve 20. stoleti/British Foreign Policy in the 20th Century

3) Meziamerické vztahy ve 20. stoleti/Interamerican Relations in the 20th Century

4) Latinska Amerika ve 20. stoleti/Latin America in the 20th Century

5) Euroatlantické vztahy ve 20. stoleti/Euroatlantic Relations in the 20th Century



Jakub Tesar

1) Konstruktivistické pristupy k analyze mezinarodnich vztah(, dynamika socialnich norem /
Constructivist approaches to IR analysis, dynamics of social norms

2) Globalni environmentalni politika, mezinarodni rezimy, normy, diskurzy / Global
environmental politics, international regimes, norms, discourses

3) Rozvojova studia, bottom-up a postmoderni pfistupy / Development studies, bottom-up
and postmodern approaches

4) Nestatni aktéfi v mezinarodni politice / Non-state actors in IR

5) Formalni modely rozhodovani a teorie her / Formal models of decision making and game
theory

6) Kvantova socialni véda / Quantum social science

The opportunity described below is contingent upon proficiency in Czech and is available
only to students of the Mezindrodni vztahy programme.

Spolec¢né vedeni diplomovych praci

Projekt spole¢ného vedeni diplomovych praci v ramci IPS se od klasického vedeni lisi tim, Ze
kromé skolitele z IPS, ktery studentovu praci klasicky vede, ma student moznost
spolupracovat s insidery z partnerskych instituci, jako jsou MPO, MV ¢i Urad vlady. Tito
experti poskytuji zpétnou vazbu, relevantni data a pomahaji smérovat praci spravnym
smérem. Studenti si voli téma sami, ale musi reflektovat jedno z nabizenych témat
partnerské instituce (MPO, MV), piipadné v piipadé Uradu vlady zpracovavaji pfimo jejich
zadani. Konzultace probihaji minimalné 3x za dobu psani prace s experty z partnerskych
instituci. Setkani je obvykle dopInéno elektronickou komunikaci mezi instituci a studentem.
Projekt prinasi nové a dllezité analyzy, které jsou ¢asto opomijené nebo pro akademickou
obec neznamé, a navic mlzZe studentlim otevfit i moznosti pracovnich prileZitosti v
partnerskych organizacich. Aktualizace témat probiha vidy na zacatku letniho semestru.

Ministerstvo primyslu a obchodu — Oddéleni vychodni Evropy, zapadniho Balkanu a
Stredni Asie

1) Dopady sankéniho rezimu EU na Rusko

2) Integrace Ukrajiny, Gruzie a Moldavska do vnitfniho trhu EU
3) Regionalni rozdily v ramci Ukrajiny

4) Nové , hedvabné stezky” ve Stredni Asii

5) Integrace zemi zapadniho Balkanu do vnitfniho trhu EU



Urad vlady — Odbor pro evropské zalezitosti

UV nabidne jedno vlastni zadani diplomové prace roéné

Ministerstvo vnitra — Odbor azylové a migracni péce

1) Migracni pakt

2) Mezinarodni spoluprace v oblasti migrace
3) Srovndvaci analyzy migrace,

4) Prevence nelegalni migrace

5) Navratova politika

6) Integrace na komunalni drovni

Student se kdykoliv mGzZe obratit na koordinatora agendy spolec¢ného vedeni diplomovych
praci — michal.maly@fsv.cuni.cz



